
 
 
 
 

                                                                                   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

DANCEWEEKEND’10 
            

January 22, 2010 from 7:pm—10pm 
January 23 & 24, 2010 from 1pm—7pm 

 
FLECK DANCE THEATRE, Harbourfront Centre, 207 Queens Quay West, Toronto 



 

January 22, 2010 
Welcome to DanceWeekend’10! 
Over three days Dance Ontario will showcase the extraordinary dance companies that contribute to  
Toronto’s arts scene.  They draw from many cultures and truly reflect the vibrancy of this city’s dance milieu.  
Dance acknowledges no boundaries. As a discipline, it crosses borders and is a true artistic reflection of Canada’s 
multicultural demographic—with the added advantage that no translation is required! 

Rosslyn Jacob Edwards, Executive Director/Programmer 
 
 

Dance Films @ DanceWeekend’10 on the lobby screens 
 

Dance Ontario Creative Partnership Commissions, and media projects from our membership.  
Edited by Richard Münter, www.richardmunter.com. 

 
DanceWeekend Trailer Videographers Rick Fronik & Yumi Otagaki.   

 
Dance Ontario Commissions & Creative Partnerships 

Lingua Franca [2006] 
Choreographers: Nova Bhattacharya and Louis Laberge Côté Fusing Bharatanatyam and Modern dance styles, the choreog-
raphers play with movement ideas in this experimental blend of technique and artistry - an authentic, dynamic cross-cultural 

expression.   
 

In The Letters Of My Name [2006]   
Acclaimed Choreographers Holly Small and Sashar Zarif. Inspired by Zarif’s 6-part, 38- character full name, this piece asks 

the question: “If I had no name, who would I be?” and answers with alternate methods of expressing identity. 
 

The Four Heavenly Kings [2007] 
Choreographer William Yong for Zata Omm Dance Projects.  Inspired by four guardian gods in the Buddhist tradition, the 
kings, believed to have the power to control the weather, protect the four corners of the earth, fighting evil and commanding 

a legion of supernatural creatures to protect the Dharma. 
 

Unframed Portraits [2007]  
Choreographer Lacey Smith premiered a trio focussing on women who are each confined to a pool of light, the work not only 
celebrated the beauty of the female body but also provided an insider’s view of the body’s range of movement possibilities 

as the dancers twisted and turned sculpturally under the light. 
 

In A Single Bound [2008 ]  
Choreographers Amy Hampton and Keiko Ninomiya, AKA Dance. Exploring ideas of comic books and Superheroes, this 
funny, visually stimulating and physically exciting piece featuring the creators and the talents and live interactive score of DJ 

Gerald Belanger. Stage combat coach, Michael Dufays. 
 

.  (r)evolution [2008]  
The team of Jessica Westermann, Richard Munter, Michael Paul Ella and Ken Clanfield presented a piece that addresses 
the cyclical nature of our lives. Large-scale video projection forms a backdrop for dancers performing in front of and with the 

image 
 

watermud/airsmoke (2009) 
Barbara Pallomina & Lucy Rupert 

              
inCORPORATION (2009) 

                           Pamela Rasbach                            
 

You’re It! 
                                The Chimera Project                   

Choreographer—Malgorzata Nowacka 
Dir. James Cooper, dancers: Louis Laberge-Cote & Malgorzata Nowacka 
A Dance Ontario Commission that became a film supported by Bravo!FACT 

 
Mika's Alley, Canticle for Rain and Passage 

Kaeja d’Dance 
 

That Thing Between Us 
Andrea Nann Dreamwalker Dance Co 

Bravo!FACT videoshort 
 
 
 



 
 

PROGRAMME 
 

6:45 pm 
Arabesque Dance Company 

Choreographer—Yasmina Ramzy 
Music Arrangement—Bassam Bishara 

Dance Artists—Samara, Saba Alemayehu, Melissa Gamal, Laura Selenzi, Sarah Brawley, Ingrid Schossler,  
Nikki Gentles, Amy LeBlanc, Leigh Clarke, Katrina Kukurs, Anjelica Scannura, Tatiana Kaptchinskaia, Erica Zuniga  
Musicians—Bassam Bishara (lead vocals, oude),  Suleiman Warwar (lead dumbek), Walid Najjar (keyboard),  

Eddy Suleiman (violin), George Barbas (bongos), Mohanned Moatassem (riqq), Mohamed Srouji (qatim) 
Costumes—Yasser Abd El Rahmon, Cairo/Deborah Shaw, Toronto                       

Rehearsal Coach—Mary Cabral 
Volunteers—Rachelle Allen 

When the Egyptian singer and actress Oum Kalthoum died in 1975, millions flooded the streets of Cairo in mourning. The second 
act features choreography called OUM which pays homage to the diva of Arab music. "OUM" means "mother" in Arabic. this 
piece is an emotional rollercoaster ride presented by 13 dancers and 6 musicians and vocalists. The first act covers a colouful 
spectrum of feminine Bellydance, macho Tahtiib, a boisterous Cairo Coffee Shop scene and much more. Arabesque has yet 
again taken Middle Eastern dance to a new level. 

 
 

SUNDAY 24 JANUARY, 2010 
 

1:00 pm 
Esmeralda Enrique Spanish Dance Company 

presents excerpts from recent productions 
CAMPANA, an alegrías from Lorca, In Search of Duende 

LLUVIA, a tangos from Cantos de La Tierra 
AUDAZ, a bulería from Picasso Flamenco 

Dancers - Paloma Cortés, Ángela del Sol, Esmeralda Enrique, and Margarita Rigó 
Guitar - José Vega 

Vocals - Tamar Ilana, Shirley Pincay 
Please check out the company’s website at www.flamencos.net.  There are also flyers out in the lobby about the 
company and their affiliate school, Academy of Spanish Dance. 

 
1:40 pm 

MOTUS O Dance Theatre 
PERSPECTIVES (excerpt) 

Choreographer—Cynthia Croker in collaboration with the dancers 
Performers— Sarah Felschow, Melissa Spence, Laura Day, Cynthia Croker, James Croker and Jack Langenhuizen 

Lighting Designer/Stage Manager—Alan McIntosh 
Costume Design—Cynthia Croker 

Voice Over—Glenn Coulson 
“Eclectic”, “gripping”, “colourful”, “accessible”, “imaginative”, “electrifying”.  These are the words used by reviewers and audi-
ence members alike to describe this company.  Established in 1990 MOTUS O has spent 20 years engaging audiences of all 
ages in both small and large communities across Canada and internationally.  MOTUS O performs for over 25,000 individuals 
a year including Canada, the U.S. and Europe.  
“Perspectives” is a new work, Integrated Multi-Trophic Aquaculture or in short IMTA, commissioned by Dr. Thierry Chopin, a pro-
fessor at the University of New Brunswick who wanted to provide the world with a visual interpretation of a very complicated 
scientific topic – a balanced ecosystem in our worlds’ waters.  What exactly is IMTA?  Dr. Thierry Chopin explains:  The world 
will face a 50-80 million tons seafood shortage by 2030 that fisheries will not be able to meet. Aquaculture, already providing 
almost 50% of the seafood worldwide, will fill this gap; so, for the future, the right practices have to be developed. One solu-
tion is IMTA, or Integrated Multi-Trophic Aquaculture, an innovative approach developed by Dr. Thierry Chopin and his col-
leagues at the University of New Brunswick, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Cooke Aquaculture Inc. and Acadian Seaplants Lim-
ited. IMTA combines the cultivation of fed organisms (fish) with others that extract inorganic nutrients (seaweed) and organic 
particles (shellfish) to provide healthy seafood through a responsible and balanced ecosystem approach. 
If you’d like to stay up-to-date on MOTUS O’s whereabouts, please visit their web site at: www.motuso.com 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Dance Ontario Association 

 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   

Catherine Carpenko (Chair) 
Peter Ryan (Past Chair) 

Samara L. Thompson (Vice Chair) 
Allison Cummings (Treasurer) 
Jennifer Watkins (Secretary) 

Emily Cheung 
Jacque Foesier 

Jade Jager Clark 
Debbie Kapp 

Kaylynne (Kate) Lowe 
Kate Nankervis 
Yasmina Ramzy 
Frances Shakov 

Rina Singha 
Dave Wilson 
Sashar Zarif 

 
DOYB (Dance Ontario Youth Board) 

Bonnie Ip 
Natalie Walker 
Kimberly Savage 
Daniela Sterling 

 
 

STAFF & PRODUCTION TEAM FOR DANCEWEEKEND’10       
Rosslyn Jacob Edwards — Executive Director  

Jessica Westermann & Celine Marks— Project Managers  
Janelle Rainville — Production Director 
Arun Srinivasan—Lighting Designer 
Yumi Otagaki —Videography  

Eric Parker & Associates — Graphic Design: Brochures & Advertising     
 
 

Founded in 1976 as a Regional Chapter of Dance in Canada Association and incorporated not for profit in 1985, 
Dance Ontario is key to the province's dance sector and central to its diverse communications and networking 
systems, providing management training, free advice and essential industry information. We market and promote 
members' services to the dance community and the general public; communicate key issues to members and the 
sector in general; lobby and advocate on behalf of individual members and the dance discipline; and support and 
advance the development of all forms of dance across Ontario.  
 
 
 

Dance Ontario Association 
55 Mill Street, Case Goods Building (74) #304 

Toronto, ON M5A 3C4 
T 416 204 1083           F 416 204 1085 

contact@danceontario.ca   www.danceontario.ca 
 

  
 
 
 
 


